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Leveraging its strengths in education and research, PolyU continues to
develop close partnerships with leading institutions around the world
to increase the impact of its programmes and research projects.
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Academic collaboration agreements

A global network
IREKMEAR

PolyU strives for internationalisation, and is continually
expanding its global network, as well as building various
international platforms to promote academic exchanges
and research collaboration.

Network expansion
As of June 2020, PolyU had more than 390 academic
collaboration agreements with around 280 institutions in

42 countries and regions. Eight new partnerships were
established during the year, including with the University of

Institutions
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Countries and regions

Sydney in Australia, Nagoya University in Japan, Hotelschool
The Hague in The Netherlands, Koc University in Turkey,
University College London in the UK, and Carnegie Mellon
University in the USA. In addition, 27 new agreements were
also signed.

University Social Responsibility Network (USRN)

PolyU, as a founding member of the USRN and Chair of its
Executive Committee, is working with 15 other academic
institutions from around the world to promote university social
responsibility. Since 2015, this unique network has brought
leadersin the sector together to exchange ideas, and share
resources and practices to steer the global development of
social responsibility in higher education.

As part of this initiative, PolyU and Kyoto University

are jointly developing a pilot massive open online
course (MOOC) titled “Introduction to University Social
Responsibility”. The course will explain what University
Social Responsibility (USR) is and why it is important.
Through various case studies, it will demonstrate how
different universities are fulfilling USR and explore how
USR projects can be initiated and developed.

In September 2019, the biennial USRN Staff Development
Workshop was organised for staff from member universities
to explore how to embed social responsibility into university
activities through community engagement. During the
workshop, PolyU academics shared the University's
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Major collaborations
EEBHInE

PolyU infuses an international perspective into its
education, research and knowledge transfer, providing
the University community with multiple opportunities to
enhance their global awareness and engagement.

Partnership expansion with the University of Queensland

PolyU welcomed a high-level delegation from the University of
Queensland, Australia, led by its Vice Chancellor and President,
Professor Peter Hgj AC, in July 2019. The delegation met with
PolyU President Professor Jin-Guang Teng to explore new
collaboration opportunities and expand existing partnerships.
The two presidents also took the opportunity to renew the student
exchange agreement, underscoring the continuation of cordial
relations and intercultural activities between the two universities.

Alliance to foster tourism development along the Silk Road

In September 2019, PolyU's School of Hotel and Tourism
Management took the lead to establish the “Tourism Sub-Alliance
under the University Alliance of the Silk Road”, in partnership
with Xi'an Jiaotong University in Mainland China, Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University in Kazakhstan and Mae Fah Luang University
in Thailand. The sub-alliance aims to foster collaboration in
tourism education, innovation, and knowledge transfer, as well as
advancing tourism development along the Silk Road countries.

Dual PhD agreement with the University of Surrey

In October 2019, PolyU President Professor Jin-Guang Teng
signed an agreement with Professor Max G.Q. Lu, President
and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Surrey, for the provision
of joint PhD programmes leading to dual awards. The first
programme will be launched in the field of hospitality and
tourism management. The partnership aims to bring together
the two institutions' complementary expertise in research and
training, while also offering increased international exposure
to their PhD students. The two universities have already been
academic partners for more than 10 years and have established
arange of different collaborative activities.
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Eyes on China
P AR A E

PolyU seeks to contribute to national development and
achieve globalimpact through education, research and
knowledge transfer.

Strong presence in Mainland China

The University has built a strong network in the Mainland,
including partnerships with universities and collaborations
with industry and local governments for research and
knowledge transfer. During 2019/20, PolyU had developed
more than 460 partnerships with academic institutions,
research institutes and organisations in business and
industry, undertaking over 1,600 collaborative projects
ina wide range of areas.

It has continued to collaborate with leading mainland
universities through six regional bases, including Hangzhou
and Xi'an, established in collaboration with Zhejiang
University and Xi'an Jiaotong University respectively; the
Institute for Disaster Management and Reconstruction in
Sichuan, jointly established with Sichuan University; the
liaison offices at Peking University in Beijing and Tongji
University in Shanghai; and PolyU Shenzhen Base. Building
on the strengths of these regional bases and partnerships,
the University will continue to extend its strategic networks
and capitalise on development opportunities in the Mainland,
taking a greater partin the development of the country.
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)} PolyU in Mainland China BAZEshEIRH: (2019/20)

Partnerships (include universities,
research institutes and industries)
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Strategic developments

PolyU's extended campus, Shenzhen Base, has secured
public funding for more than 50 projects during the year,
eight of which are National Key Research and Development
Programmes. The campus is currently operating more than
180 projects, which have attracted cumulative funding

of more than RMB 400 million. Shenzhen Base, which is
equipped with more than 10 laboratories and research units,
has significantly grown its research capacities in the fields
of life science, photonics and communications, sustainable
development, smart city and big data.

Leveraging on PolyU's advanced research expertise

and internationalisation, Shenzhen Base has entered

into a number of partnerships in the Greater Bay Area.
Commissioned by the Shenzhen Power Supply Bureau
and the Guangdong Electric Power Design Institute,
research teams at Shenzhen Base are leading a project to
build an innovative experimental platform and structural
health monitoring system for offshore wind turbines.
Shenzhen Base is also collaborating with the Authority of
Qianhai to research on the mechanism and systems for
cooperation between Shenzhen and Hong Kong in the field

of construction.
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As part of Shenzhen Base's aim to encourage knowledge
transfer, innovation and entrepreneurship, it nominated 30
entrepreneurial teams to participate in Greater Bay Area
start-up competitions, including 10 doctoral teams. PolyU
candidates won a total of 15 awards. Moreover, the PolyU
InnoHub@Shenzhen, at Shenzhen Base, was named “The
Space with the Strongest International Innovative Power" at
the Nanshan Zhichuang Summit. In addition, the Shenzhen
Research Institute of the Shenzhen Base has received the
"Excellent Research Institute" award from the Science,
Technology and Innovation Commission of the Shenzhen

Municipality for 10 consecutive years.
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